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Happy 90th Anniversary Hillcrest! 
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THE HILLCREST       HARBINGER 
God calls us from various parts of the world to worship in this place to be a 

community of faith and to be a witness for Jesus Christ. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Hillcrest Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
Is celebrating its 90th anniversary! 

Our church family and friends are invited to join  
Together for the special occasion on  

Sunday, May 15. 
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FROM THE EDITORS 

 

EXPLAINING SALVATION TO HILLCREST CHRISTIAN CHURCH  
BY REV.  DR .  ROBERT  S TEFFER  

 

Because I represent the Canadian Disciples on the Commission of Faith and Witness of the Canadian 

Council of Churches I have been working on a paper on the topic of Salvation which I am to present 

to the Commission.  Each denomination is asked to do this, and it is my turn. 

 

What to say? 

 

Should I say that persons receive salvation at the point of making the confession of Peter publicly 

before a congregation, that goes this way:  The minister asks ―Do you believe that Jesus is the Christ, 

the Son of the Living God, and do you accept him as your Lord and Saviour?   

 

If I did I would be telling the Commission a principle fact about us. 

 

Should I say that because we are a church devoted to the union of all Christians, should I tell them 

that we believe people come to God in many ways, and that the community of faith is the great 

expression where we affirm our faith each week, and remind ourselves through hearing the Word, 

celebrating the eucharist of our baptism and the gift of salvation from God through the Holy Spirit? 

 

If I did I would be telling the Commission a principle fact about us. 

 

Should I say that we offer membership to all those who come in confession, primarily young people 

and adults. We baptize people by immersion to symbolize our participation in the life, death, burial 

and resurrection of Jesus Christ? 

 

If I did, I would be telling the Commission a principle fact about us. 

 

Should I say that if a person transfers their membership in the church from another congregation, they 

are welcomed by the minister.  There is no voting or consider by a committee? 

 

If I did, I would be telling the Commission a principle fact about us. 

 

Should I say that is a person has been baptized by some other means than immersion, we accept 

that baptism as valid? 

 

If I did, I would be telling the Commission a principale fact about us. 

 

Should I say that our communion service is open to everyone to receive the bread and wine? 

 

If I did, I would be telling the Commission a principle fact about us. 

 

There is more than we can say in a short time about us, including the fact that we expect persons to 

live the Christian life after receiving salvation and acting on Christ’s church to share the faith with 

others.  Our passion for social justice is strong; that we have a generous financial commitment of 

money we have earned to support the local and wider church which helps the church to go 

forward. 
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AMONG THE FAMILY 

 

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Congratulations! Patty Gail Peaker had been chosen as the 2011 Recipient of the Leslie Yeo Volunteer of the 

Year by Donations Committee of ACTRA Fraternal Benefit Society. The award will be presented at the Annual 

General meetings of ACTRA this May 16 in PAL Vancouver Theatre. 

 

THOSE IN NEED OF PRAYER
  

Please remember  

our brothers and sisters 

in your prayer.

Karen Bender  

Olga Blackwood 

Bruce Carruthers (Bruce’s knee surgery and  

rehabilitation) 

Mim Christie 

Rodrigo Clemente, Jr. (brother of Gloria Francisco  

& Zeny Ingal) 

Jane Coley 

June Davidson 

Marjorie Dawkins 

Julie Dick (daughter of John and Millie Dick) 

Susan Dizon 

Wondez East 

Enid Grant 

Jean and Ron Hambleton 

Carmen Hewitt and family 

Sheila Hutchison 

Lila Hulton and her daughter Marlee 

Alecia Levy (family friend of the Young’s) 

Precy Mandac 

Herminio Mantolino (father in law of Mariebel’s  

sister) 

Margaret Miller 

Carl Morris 

Evelyn Morris 

Anna Paul (Anastasia’s grand aunt) 

Patty Gail and Robert Peaker and family (passing of  

Patty Gail’s mother Lula) 

Ethel Pike 

Rev. Alice Porter 

Cesaria Puhawan (Vivar Ruhawan’s sister) 

Rev. Tom and Dianne Rutherford 

Don Starratt 

Judith Tomlinson 

Fe Veneracion 

Jeanne Weeks 

Those who have been unemployed

 

CONDOLENCES
 

The family of Eunice Burns on her passing. 

Patty Gail and Robert Peaker and family for the passing of Patty’s mother, Lula. 

 

 

 

For pastoral concerns, please phone (416) 654-0311. 

For emergencies, please phone (416) 433-7997. 
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FEBRUARY 7, 2011 

 

To All, 

 

Thank you to the members of 

Hillcrest Christian Church (Disciples 

of Christ) Toronto, Ontario for your 

kindness and your prayers for 

Cesaria Puhawan. She is my sister 

from the Philippines and a stranger 

to most members of Hillcrest 

Christian Church, but that didn’t 

matter the moment you found out 

about her life threatening illness. She 

became a friend in need of a 

prayer. My sister is now at home 

recuperating after undergoing 

successful brain surgery. I hope you 

will continue to include her in your 

prayer for a full and speedy 

recovery. 

 

Sincerely, 

Vivar Puhawan 

 

 

KEEPING UP-TO-DATE 
FAREWELL TO REV. BRUCE ERVIN 

 
This past Sunday January 30, 2011, I was part of the congregation at Knox United Church in Agincourt to bid 

farewell to Rev. Bruce Ervin who had served the congregation here for nine wonderful and involved years. 

 

Bruce came to Hillcrest in 1980 as our full-time Associate Minister after completing his studies for ministry at the 

Divinity School of the University of Chicago and ordination by the Region of Illinois-Wisconsin. After serving with 

us here for a number of years, he moved on to St. Matthew’s United and from there to a United church in King 

City. 

 

The morning service was a wonderful testimony to his time at this church. This is a multi-cultural congregation 

and farewells were said to Chinese, Spanish, Japanese, Tagalog and English. The local ministry of which he was 

a very committed leader included the issues of homelessness and housing. An article in the local paper is to be 

posted on our notice board for all to see. 

 

Bruce received a call to be interim minister at First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Mooresville, Indiana, 

effective February 2011. The call was accepted as he believed it was his time to return to the United States, at 

least for the time being. He will be closer to his father in Chicago who has increasing health issues. 

 

Many years ago, I was a member at Knox United as poor health made it difficult to travel the distance into the 

city. When circumstances changed I returned to Hillcrest. Bruce was the minister here at the time and was a 

great help to me during a challenging period in my life.  

 

Thank you Bruce.               Submitted by Rae Condie 

 

THANK YOU, HILLCREST! 
LETTERS FROM THE PHILIPPINES 

 

The Hillcrest Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) has 
always been a place of welcome and open hearts. These 
past few months, we have received letters coming from the 
Philippines of the generosity and support Hillcrest has 
shown. When we give what we feel in our hearts to give, as 
little, or as grand the gesture may be, sharing what one has 
to someone else in the world has greater an impact than we 
all may know.  
 
CHURCH OF CHRIST DISCIPLES | SAMPALOC, MANILA 

DECEMBER 2010 

 

To our dear Brethren in Hillcrest Christian Church, 

 

It’s people like you who truly make a difference. You’re kind and 

caring, and you always make people feel good. Maybe that’s why 

you’re all appreciated so much. Thanks so much for your continuous 

way of showing God’s love for us and His ministry here in the Philippines. 

Thank you for the White Gift, $81.00. May our dear Lord continue to bless 

you for His glory! God Bless you all!  

 

In Christ’s service,  

Virgie Arciaga, Church Financial Secretary 
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CHURCH OF CHRIST DISCIPLES 

SAMPALOC, MANILA 

DECEMBER 2010 

 

To our dear Brethren in Hillcrest Christian 

Church, 

 

It’s people like you who truly 

make a difference. You’re kind and 

caring, and you always make people feel 

good. Maybe that’s why you’re all 

appreciated so much. Thanks so much 

for your continuous way of showing God’s 

love for us and His ministry here in the 

Philippines. Thank you for the White Gift, 

$81.00. May our dear Lord continue to 

bless you for His glory! God Bless you all!  

 

In Christ’s service,  

 

Virgie Arciaga  

Church Financial Secretary 

Church of Christ Disciples – Manila 

 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHIRST IN THE PHILIPPINES (DISCIPLES) 1921  

BRGY. STA. ROSA ALAMINOS, LAGUNA 

JANUARY 16, 2011 

 

Rev. Fred Dizon, Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

Greetings in the name of our Saviour JESUS CHRIST! 

We are very grateful to GOD because our prayers have been 

answered. Since June 2010, we are reviving our ministry to 

children. We already set a regular Sunday School with help of 

volunteer teachers. The number of children we are teaching 

visibly increased from 7 up to 40 children from June to December 

of 2010. This development challenged us, enrich our program for 

children. The LORD used God’s people like members in your 

church to make things possible! Second week of December 2010, 

when we received your donation sent through sister Virginia E. 

Arciaga. Rest assured that $81.00 will be included and used to 

2011 budget for children’s ministry. We hereby enclosed the 

acknowledgement receipt issued by our treasurer elder, Elsie 

Malabuyoc. While elder Debora T. Villanueva will encash the said 

postal money. In behalf of the congregation, and the church 

council, THANK YOU and GOD BLESS all of you. ―We always give 

thanks to God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, for we have 

heard of your faith in Christ and of your love for all God’s people.‖ 

Colossians 1:3-4 

 

Sincerely yours, 

Pastor Julieta Ranola –Egar 

Elder Ligaya Balitaan-AVenido,  

 

 

 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST IN THE PHILIPPINES, (DISCIPLES)  

MANILA NORTH CONFERENCE 

MIDDLE LUZON JURISDICTION 

 

Pastor, 

 

Mga kapatid kay Cristo 

Hillcrest Christian Church, Canada 

 

Isang maalab mo pagbati sa pangalan ng Panginoon Jesu 

Cristo gayon din sa nakaraang Maligayang Pasko at Manigong 

Bagong Taon, Mabuhay tayo. Tinangap po namin ang 

halagang P3,400.00 pesos sa pamamagitan ni Sis. Virginia 

Arciaga. Dahil po dito maraming maraming salamat po sa 

patuloy na suporta sa amin dito, sa aming local Church, 

Disciples of Christ Guimbao. Umasa po tayo na ang maliit na 

halaga na bigay ninyo sa ating kapatiran ay magagamit ito sa 

programang sagip kapamilya kay Cristo, dahil sa totoo ang 

ating mga kapatiran dito sa Guimbao ay biktima ng mga 

nakaraang kalamidad at di pa nakakabangon sa 

pagkakalugmok. Bukod po sa halagang bigay ninyo na may 

lakip na kahilingan, kahilingan din namin sa inyo na isama ninyo 

kami sa inyong panalangin sa ating iisang Dios na malampasan 

namin ang mga pagsubok naito sa aming mga buhay, at 

umaasa kami sa inyong malawak na pangunawa at kamusta 

na lang kay Rev. Fred Dizon na inyong Pastor na ating 

kalalawigan dito sa Nueva Ecija. 

 

Ang inyong lingkod sa Panginoon 

Pastor. Ludivico C. Lorenzo 

(U.C.C.P. Disciples Gbo. N.E.)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST (DISCIPLES) 

STA. MARIA, CASTILLEJOS, ZAMBALES 

JANUARY 5, 2011 

 

Mahal naming kapatid kay Cristo, 

 

Natanggap ko na po ang inyong pinadalang white gift 

mula sa Hillcrest Christian Church ang tseke sa 

halagang P3,400.00 tatlong libo apat naraan, 

pasensiya na po kayo kung ngayon ko lang naipadala 

itong aking liham sa dahilang ako’y nagkasakit nag 

pagcheck-up po ako sa doctor sa puso nga daw po 

ang aking sakit kaya ito ang aking naramdaman sa 

kasalukuyan pero tuloy parin ang aming pagpupuri sa 

Panginoon Diyos at pagsamba at patuloy sa pag-aaral 

ng salita ng Diyos at Sunday School. Maraming salamat 

po sa padala ninyong tulong at asahan ninyong itoy 

patuloy kong gagawin ang maglingkod sa Panginoon 

Diyos. Patnubayan kayo ng Maykapal nating Diyos. 

God Bless you all…. 

 

Ang inyong Kapatid kay Cristo 

Pastor: R.F. Gallardo 

 



T H E  H I L L C R E S T  H A R B I N G E R  M A R C H - M A Y  2 0 1 1  

6 

 

BANCAAN CHRISTIAN CHURCH – DISCIPLES 

SEAMAN ST., BANCAAN, NAIC, CAVITE 

JANUARY 17, 2011 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

 

A Blessed 2011! Bancaan Christian Church (Disciples) is 

happy to tell you that we are continuing with the mission 

that God gave us in Naic, Cavite and in other outreach 

areas we currently have. There are many challenges but 

God encourages us to go on since the battles we fight 

are His, and He promised that He is always with us. Last 

December has been a busy season for us. Christmas 

programs were held by the different organizations (Men, 

Women, Youth), our Sunday School and our outreach 

areas.  From December 16 to 24, we had our Simbang 

Gabi, a time for worship, celebration and reflection on 

the message of Christmas. To give a boost to our ministry 

with the youth, we had a 3-day youth camp after 

Christmas. These days, we are meeting, praying and 

taking steps to reach out to our youth, strengthen and 

train them in faith and service to our good God. Much 

has to be done but with your prayers and giving, we 

know we will reap harvest in due time.  We have 

enclosed some pictures from our activities. Thank you 

very much for sending $81.00 from Ms. Virgie Arciaga of 

Manila. It is a big help for our activities in Sunday School. 

We also thank brother Amor Himaya for his encouraging 

visit in the past weeks. Regards to him and everyone, 

especially those who know Bancaan Christian Church 

personally.  

 

Until next time, God’s peace and grace be with you! 

 

Your fellow worker in Jesus, 

Danilo V. Manalo 

BBC Council Chair 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST IN THE PHILIPPINES 

(DISCIPLES) | BRGY. SAN RAFAEL, SAN PABLO CITY 

DISYEMBRE 23, 2010 

 

Minamahal naming Rev. Dizon, 

 

Pagbati ng pag-ibig at kapayapaan mula sa ating 

tagapagligtas na si Jesus Kristo! Sa pangalan po ng 

kapatiran ng Iglesya sa Brgy. San Rafael, San Pablo 

City ay ipinaabot po naming ang taos pusong 

pasasalamat sa inyong Iglesya (Hillcrest Christian 

Church). Ang inyo pong ipinagkaloob na halagang 

P3,400.00 pesos para po sa gawain at 

pagpapaunlad ng Paaralang Lingguhan (Sunday 

School) dito sa U.C.C.P. San Rafael ay tunay na 

napakalaking pagpapala sa aming Iglesya. Nawa 

po patuloy natin tanggapin ang masaganang 

biyaya ng Diyos sa pakikibahagi natin sa Ministeryo 

ng Panginoon. Muli po maraming salamat.  

 

Lubos Na Gumagalang, 

 

Kptd. Fatima Joy V. Austria, Kalihim ng Iglesya 

Kptd. Alejandro C. Austria, Tagapangulo ng 

Konsilyo ng Iglesya 

Rev. Gailry Aguiln-Tadiosa, Tagapamalang Pastor 
 

THE BANCAAN CHRISTIAN CHURCH (DISCIPLES) SUNDAY SCHOOL 
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HILLCREST MEMBERS VISIT THE PHILIPPINES 
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THE HILLCREST FAMILY DURING THE ANNUAL MEETING 
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A PRESCRIPTION FOR YOU 
 

If you are impatient, sit down quietly and talk to 
with Job. 

If you are strong-headed, go and see Moses. 
If you are getting weak-kneed, take a good look at 

Elijah. 
If there is no song in your heart, listen to David. 

If you are a policy “man”, read Daniel. 
If you are getting sordid, spend awhile with Isaiah. 
If you are chilly, get the beloved disciple (John), to 

put his arms around you. 
If your faith is below par, read Paul. 
If you are getting lazy, watch James. 

If you are losing sight of the future, climb up the 
stairs of Revelation, 

And get a glimpse of the promise land. 
 

Be like the bird 
That, pausing in her flight 

Awhile on boughs too slight, 
Feels them give way 

Beneath her and yet sings, 
Knowing that she hath wings. 

 
Victor Hugo 

 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION COMMITTEE 
 

 

 

Based on Deuteronomy 6: 1 - 12 

 

That your children and your children’s children be 

rooted in God…. 

That your days may be long… 

That it may go well with you… 

That promises flow like milk and honey…That the love 

of God be strong in you, 

That this love be talked about at home and any 

place else… 

That you remember God in your journey…  

 

 

 

From July 9-13, the General Assembly of the 

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) convenes in 

Nashville, TN., around the theme “TELL IT” From 

local places across the Earth a gathering is being 

called into being. What happens there can never 

be repeated in the same way again. Letting go of 

the habits of home, grateful for preparations on 

their behalf, pilgrims will come to see a bigger 

picture, to stretch beyond themselves, to network 

and deepen relationships, to draw strength from 

collective wisdom, to practice civil discourse, to 

ask the right questions, to bear witness by ear and 

tongue. There will surely be compelling stories to 

tell when this gathering convenes, just as there will 

be compelling stories to share when this gathering 

disperses and the people, like little beams of light, 

travel home. Some of us will be there in flesh. All of 

us can be there in Spirit. All of us breathe. Each 

and all of us can pray a prayer as simple and as 

close as our breath: 

 

As we breathe in…Love your God 

As we breathe out…heart, soul, and might. 

The words of this breath prayer are the great 

commitment in which we gather— 

the one thing that really matters. 

 

What would happen if all of us used this breath 

prayer as a way of blessing and grounding the 

General Assembly? 

We are Disciples of Christ, a movement for 

wholeness in a fragmented world. 

(From: General Assembly Worship Materials) 

 

Elaine Lyons 

Chairperson, Christian Education Committee 
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HCYF

 

Inclusivity and being a 

multicultural church are 

strengths, as I have lived 

and observed, of Hillcrest 

Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ). We 

worship together as 

Christians without 

discriminating or 

ostracizing against any 

race or ethnicity. However, this is not the reality in 

all our Disciples churches across the continent. In 

March, I am blessed to have the opportunity to 

participate in the “Babel Table: From Tower to 

Table” event at the Romero Center in San Diego, 

CA. Other Babel Table sites include the Westside 

Mission in New Orleans (December 2010) and the 

Yakama Christian Mission in White Swan, 

Washington (June 2011). This initiative brings 

together many young Disciples of different 

racial/ethnic backgrounds to explore the issues of 

inclusivity and becoming a multicultural church, 

participate in anti-racism training, and to have 

conversation and share personal experiences with 

each other. In addition, each event involves hands-

on mission work at the Disciples mission stations 

mentioned. Several ministries have contributed in 

co-sponsoring this event, including; the National 

Convocation, North American Pacific/Asian  

Disciples (NAPAD), the Central Pastoral Office for 

Hispanic Ministries, Disciples Home Mission, 

Higher Education and Leadership Ministries 

(HELM), Week of Compassion, Reconciliation 

Ministries, and the Council on Christian Unity 

(CCU), who is also providing the support staff to 

organize and facilitate the event. Also, funding was 

provided by a grant from the Oreon E. Scott 

Foundation. I was so grateful to be one of the 42 

young Disciples, of 76 applicants, to receive the e-

mail of my acceptance for this mission and event. It 

is the hope that the conversations and experiences 

of these Babel Table missions will be brought to 

and shared in our church’s General Assembly in 

Nashville, Tennessee in July of 2011. In closing, I 

would like to share a quote from Robert Welsh, the 

president of the Council on Christian Unity. He 

writes ““The diversity of the involvements and 

interests of the applicants, and the quality of their 

written statements about hopes for their 

participation in one of the experiences, is an 

amazingly rich testimony to the quality of young 

adult Disciples in our church today. It offers great 

hope for the future.” With God’s blessing, I will be 

able to share with you, my Hillcrest family, my 

experiences from the Babel Table event in our next 

edition of the Harbinger.  

 

Shema Dizon  
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CHRISTIAN WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER SERVICE 
The host church for this year’s World Day of Prayer Service – Friday, March 4, at 2.00 p.m. - is the Wychwood 

Davenport Presbyterian Church, at St. Clair Avenue West (at Wychwood).  Unfortunately they will be unable 

to host the event, owing to circumstances beyond their control. We are encouraged to attend a church that will 

be hosting the event, thereby still garnering support for this worthy cause. 

 

PALM SUNDAY BRUNCH 

 

 
 

OCWF SPRING RALLY 
The annual “Spring Rally” of the Ontario Christian Women’s Fellowship will be held on Saturday, April 30 

with registration at 9:30 am. It will be hosted by the Windmill Point Christian Church. Please make every effort 

to attend and fellowship with our sisters in Christ.  Additional information will be posted in the Order of 

Worship. 

 

Vivienne Robinson 

 Chairperson 

Christian Women’s Fellowship 

 

 
 

PALM SUNDAY BRUNCH 

 

STAINTON HALL 

Sunday, April 17, 2011 

12.30 p.m. 

Tickets $10.00 

Children under 12 YEARS $5.00 

 

Come and enjoy the 

Food and Fellowship 

 

Hillcrest Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ) 

2 Vaughan Road, Toronto 
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BIBLE STUDY 

 

CONSIDER LENTEN FASTING  
BY DI ANE D.  S TEFFER  

 
The forty-days of fasting and prayers leading up to Easter Sunday is called Lent. The purpose of the season of 

Lent is for Christians to prepare – through prayers, penitence, offerings and self-denial – for the celebration of 

Easter, the day of the resurrection of Jesus. The period of Lent begins on Ash Wednesday and concludes on 

Holy Saturday. The six Sundays in Lent are not counted as part of the forty days because each one represents a 

―mini-Easter‖. 

 

Lent is an important time for Christians to examine ourselves and renew our spirits for Christ and Christ alone. It is 

a time to commit ourselves to daily spiritual practices during the Lenten season which will help prepare us for 

the resurrection celebration. In addition to daily prayer, penitence and alms-giving, the discipline of fasting is 

also practiced during Lent.  

 

In Judges 20:26, the story is told of how the Israelite army returned from battle with the Benjamites and spent the 

afternoon lamenting and fasting before God until the evening when they offered offerings to God and asked 

what they should do to win because they were being beaten every time they met their enemy in the field of 

battle.  Early Old Testament accounts of fasting seemed to have this pattern. Wail, moan, fast, and then ask 

God for big favours. 

 

As time passed, the purpose of fasting changed subtly. People fasted and clothed themselves in sack cloths 

and ashes. Even King David did this. The purpose was to show God how sorry, how truly penitent people were. 

Eventually, the fasting became a means of cleansing the body, heart and mind of impurities, and of focusing 

on God alone and what God would have us do with our lives. And that’s where we are today. 

 

The purpose of fasting is to take our eyes off worldly things and instead focus on God. Fasting is much more 

than denying ourselves food, drink or anything else of the flesh. It is a sacrificial lifestyle before God. We fast so 

that we may glorify God, enhance our spirit, and go deeper in our prayer life. Isaiah 58 teaches us that a ―true 

fast‖ is a lifestyle of servant ministry to others. Consider these 12 alternative forms of fasting and feasting for this 

Lenten season:  

 

1. Fast from judging others; feast on Christ dwelling in everyone. 

2. Fast from focusing on differences; feast on the One Spirit in all of us. 

3. Fast from thoughts of illness; feast on God’s healing power. 

4. Fast from words that hurt; feast on words that support. 

5. Fast from discontent; feast on gratitude. 

6. Fast from anger; feast on patience. 

7. Fast from discouragement; feast on encouragement. 

8. Fast from complaining; feast on appreciation. 

9. Fast from idle gossip; feast on prayerful silence. 

10. Fast from sorrow, feast on joy. 

11. Fast from despondency; feast on hope. 

12. Fast from worry; feast on trust in God. 

 

The choices we make will help us appreciate the Season of Lent more fully. 

 

(This article was inspired by an article written by Rev. Bob Silvanik, minister of the North Middletown Christian 

Church (Disciples of Christ), North Middletown, Kentucky and published in that congregation’s February 24, 

2009 newsletter.) 
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A GIFT OF LIGHT  
BY ADELLE  LEMON 

 
Both Robert and I were raised in loving, Christian families where giving was an integral part of our life and 

concern for others was daily fare. 

 

My mother kept a record of some of my bedtime prayers when I was three years old, one of which asked God 

to help the poor people who did not have enough to eat. We were conscious of them at every meal as we 

thanked God for our food. 

 

Began I began attending school, and for some years, my weekly allowance was five cents. Daddy put dividers 

into an empty cigar box. (he smoked one cigar each Sunday.) On the white lining paper we had written the 

designation for each section. One penny went to ―Sunday School‖, one to ―Church‖, one to ―Birthdays‖, one to 

―Christmas?, and one to ―Savings‖. It never occurred to my sister or me that there could have been a category 

for ourselves! 

 

Robert’s history was similar. He had no room of his own, sleeping on an unheated porch, even in Chicago 

winters, or on the sofa, and never a whole closet or dresser of his own. During and after the Depression, his 

father, a Disciples pastor in Chicago, planted vegetables in the churchyard to feed his family, because there 

was not enough space for this around the various apartment buildings where the family lived.  

 

Each of us was fortunate in never having to go hungry. Many strangers came to our door (always the back 

door) asking for work so they could earn some money. Mother always invited them in and fed them a hearty 

meal. 

 

What a boom to our families that both Robert and I won full scholarships for our university education! His 

seminary training was also paid for because he was one of the Disciples Divinity house scholars at the University 

of Chicago. 

 

Health care was essential for both of our mothers who had serious health problems. My mother’s heart was 

severely damaged, with frightening episodes when her life was in danger. Many a time I heard her tell my 

father, ―Don’t bother the doctor.‖ Of course, that meant she was in need of medical attention but knew that 

we didn’t have the money to pay for it.  The bills piled up. Daddy was paying on them for two or three years 

after her early death at age 49 To this day, when I voice some physical complaint to my family, I hear myself 

adding, ―Don’t bother the doctor!‖ 

 

Robert’s mother was raised in Hamden, Connecticut, next door to New Haven, where the first telephone 

company in the United States was established. Her father was one of the founding members of the Southern 

New England Telephone Company. At his death, his shares of stock went to her. At the time of our marriage, 

she gave us the right to buy ten shares. I was unacquainted with the world of stock and had no idea how 

valuable this gift would prove to be. 

 

We established a special bank account for the dividends, which amounted to $1.25 each quarter, or $5.00 a 

year. I imagine the bank workers must have laughed at such a tiny deposit, but it was a big deal to us! When 

the deposits eventually totaled enough to buy one more share of stock every few years, we celebrated. And 

so it went. I didn’t know that some people bought 50 or 100 shares at a time. 

 

We started to invest in other companies, whose treatment of their workers, policies and products met our 

concern for social justice. Before we bought these stocks, Robert learned this information. Gradually, we 

accumulated a sizable portfolio over 57 years together.  

 

Since we were raised to think ―Tithes and Offerings,‖ we felt a growing joy in being able to give more and more. 
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There were some very lean years along the way. Robert was awarded a Religion in Higher Education grant 

from the Danforth Foundation for a year of advanced study. The dollar amount was exactly half of his salary as 

minister of Bethany memorial Church in Bethany, Bethany College. What an adjustment! 

 

He chose to take that year of study at Pacific School of Religion in Berkeley, California. We rented two small 

bedrooms and shared kitchen and living room with the landlady. The price was right, and she became our 

friend. But even though ―Frugal‖ could have been my middle name, it was a struggle. We’ll never forget the 

day when the 3lb. jar of peanut butter got dropped and broke into many pieces! It was to be our source of 

protein for weeks! I sat on the floor and cried. How was I to feed my four little children and Robert and myself? It 

was difficult, but we survived that life-changing year.  

 

We remained in Berkeley so Robert could work on his doctorate. I took in two other children for daycare, and 

eventually because social worker. Robert and I and our children lived modestly, even while surrounded by 

people of greater financial means. This was hard on our children, harder than we realized at the time. 

 

Now I have the joy of seeing our children carry on the tradition of giving to worthy causes, and teaching their 

children the connection between morality and money. 

 

During all our years, we were keenly aware of elderly ministers and widows who struggled to make ends meet in 

their retirement years, and clergy friends serving congregations which had not joined the Pension Fund. Often 

they had to choose between putting food on the table and getting needed medical care.  

 

The Biblical doctrine property does not deal with ownership; it deals only with stewardship. This applies to Robert 

and me and equally to the Pension Fund. Out property was not so much about how much we had gathered, 

but much more about how blessed we were and thus how we could share God’s blessings with others. The 

mission of our Christian Church disabled, the aged, the widowed and the orphaned. Our gift was simply 

responding to the Biblical mandate, just as the Pension Fund does, decade after decade.  

 

Submitted by Joe Ong 

PRAYER THEMES 
MAY 2011 

 

M AY  1  |  C H R I S T I AN  F AM I L Y  W E E K  

Let us pray for the well-being of the families in our congregation. Let us pray for the families of Toronto, this 

province and of this nation, that children are being well provided for. Then let us pray for those families around 

the world who have lost loved ones, their homes and their livelihoods because of earthquake, floods, and other 

disasters. 

M AY  8  |  M O T H E R ’ S  D AY  

Let us give thanks for our mothers, our grandmothers, our aunts, and other women who have mothered us. Let 

us thank God for the teachers and coaches who have treated us in motherly ways. Let us give thanks for the 

many fathers who have assumed the responsibilities of the mother in their families because the mothers were 

not there. 

M AY  1 5  |  S P R I N G T I M E  

Let us thank God for the passage of the winter season and the return of springtime. Let us look around us 

outside and see buds forming of tree branches, flowers coming into bloom, new leaves beginning. How 

wonderful is God’s plan for the earth. Let us give thanks for God’s goodness to us. 

M AY  2 2  |  T H E  V I C T O R I A D AY  L O N G  W E E E K E N D  

Pray for the journey mercies for those who are leaving the city and driving to cottages or other recreation 

places after months of cold weather and staying home in the city. May those who have not driven recently be 

especially careful as they drive in heavy traffic. 

M AY  2 9  |  C AN A D I A N  E N V I R O N M E N T  W E E K  

For too long the environment has been neglected and sometimes abused. May we seek ways to help restore a 

better balance between humankind and nature. Give thanks to God for great gifts found in nature which feed 

us, sustain us and enrich our lives. 
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CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS 
 

MARCH 2011 
March 1 

Board of Elders Meeting at 7:30 p.m.  

March 2 

Bible Study at 7:30 p.m. 

March 6 

Speaker, Rev. Fred Dizon 

March 8 

Mother’s Day 

Administrative Board Meeting at 7:30 p.m. 

March 9 

Bible Study at 7:30 p.m. 

March 13 

Speaker, Rev. Fred Dizon 

March 20 

Speaker, Mr. Curtis Ennis 

Blood Preassure Clinc 

CWF Meeting 

March 27 

Speaker, Ms. Louise Hart 

Worship Meeting 

APRIL 2011 
April 3 

Speaker, Mr. Lane Scruggs 

Board of Elders Meeting 

April 10 

Speaker, Ms. Lindsay Ann Cox 

April 16 

 Holy Housekeeping Day 10 a.m. 

April 17 

Speaker, Rev. Mr. Fred Dizon 

Palm Sunday Easter Brunch at Stainton Hall 

Blood Preassure Clinic 

CWF Meeting 

April 24 

Speaker, Rev. Mr. Fred Dizon 

April 30  

 OCWF Spring Rally at Windmill Point Christian Church 

MAY 2011 
May 1 

Speaker, Ms. Margaret Thompson 

May 3 

 Board of Elders Meeting 7:30 p.m. 

May 7 

 Ontario Ministers Retreat  

May 8 

Speaker, Rev. Mr. Fred Dizon 

May 10 

 Administrative Board Meeting 7:30 p.m. 

May 14 

Ontario Area Assembly at Windmill Point 

May 15 

Hillcrest's 90th Anniversary Sunday  

May 22 

Speaker, Rev. Mr. Fred Dizon 

CWF Meeting 
*All dates are subject to change. Please check the Sunday Order of Worship and the 

Hillcrest website for complete date information and updates. www.hillcrestdisciplestoronto.org 

 

http://www.hillcrestdisciplestoronto.org/
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THE HARBINGER AND BEYOND 
 

THE HILLCREST HARBINGER  

 

Editorial Team: Rev. Dr. Robert Steffer, Noli Alfonso, and Richelle Himaya 

 

The email address they can be reached at is theharbinger.hillcrest@gmail.com 

 

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU! 

As members of the Hillcrest family, we want to hear from you! After all, this is YOUR 

HARBINGER!  Share your special news, articles, photographs, dates to remember, prayer 
concerns, etc. and send it to theharbinger.hillcrest@gmail.com. We’d love to include it into 

the next March 2011 issue.  

 

DEADLINE FOR JUNE 2011 ISSUE SUBMISSIONS: MAY 1ST, 2011 

Any late submission will be included in the SEPTEMBER 2011 issue. 

 

COMMENTS AND CONCERNS 

Let us know how you feel. All comments and concerns will be taken into consideration to 

make The Hillcrest Harbinger a better experience for all its readers. 

 

GET INVOLVED 

1. Submit content 

2. Be part of the team 

 

We are always looking for photographers to capture Hillcrest’s special moments. If you’re 

interested in helping with the layout, please don’t be shy, we want to see your creativity! If 

you’re interested in lending a helping hand, you can be part of printing and distribution. Just 

forward an email to theharbinger.hillcrest@gmail.com to express any of your interests.  

 

Note: Volunteer hours and reference letters will be given to any high school 

student/contributor participating in the production of The Hillcrest Harbinger. 

 

MINISTERIAL TEAM 

 

Rev. Fred Dizon, Interim Part-time Minister 

Rev. Dr. Robert and Diane Steffer, Auxiliary Ministers 

Ann Stainton, Pastoral Assistant/Parish Nurse 

 

The phone number they can be reached at is (416) 654-0311. 

 

WEBSITE 
 

Visit the Hillcrest Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) website for the latest updates and multi-

media links. W W W . H I L L C R E S T D I S C I P L E S T O R O N T O . O R G  

mailto:harbinger.hillcrest@gmail.com
mailto:harbinger.hillcrest@gmail.com
mailto:theharbinger.hillcrest@gmail.com
http://www.hillcrestdisciplestoronto.org/

