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To everything there is a season and a time to 
every purpose under the heaven. 

Ecclesiastes 3:1 
 
 

mailto:HILLCREST@BELLNET.CA


H I L L C R E S T  C H R I S T I A N  C H U R C H  ( D I S C I P L E S  O F  C H R I S T )  

1 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 

 

 
FROM THE EDITORS 

PRESENTING THE SEPTEMBER - NOVEMBER 2011 ISSUE .................................................................................... 2 

 

SPLINTERS FROM THE BOARD 

REPORT FROM CHAIRPERSON OF THE BOARD ................................................................................................. 3 

THE TREE OF LIFE ..................................................................................................................................................... 4 

 

AMONG THE FAMILY 

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS ................................................................................................................................ 5 

THOSE IN NEED OF PRAYER.................................................................................................................................. 5 

CONDOLENCES ..................................................................................................................................................... 5 

2011 ADULT FALL RETREAT .................................................................................................................................... 6 

CONGRATULATIONS, PATTY GAIL! ..................................................................................................................... 7 

IN CELEBRATION OF THE LIFE AND WITNESS OF MIRIAM RUTH CHRISTIE ....................................................... 11 

2011 GENERAL ASSEMBLY REPORT ..................................................................................................................... 16 

2011 OACC FELLOWSHIP SUNDAY REPORT ...................................................................................................... 17 

WHAT’S PRAYER FOR? .......................................................................................................................................... 17 

 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

SUNDAY SCHOOL THOUGHTS ON BACK TO SCHOOL IN SEPTEMBER .......................................................... 18 

THE HILLCREST FAMILY DAY PHOTO RECAP ...................................................................................................... 19 

ROBIN RED BREAST, THE FLOWERS AND ME  ..................................................................................................... 20 

 

HILLCREST CHRISTIAN YOUTH FELLOWSHIP 

THE HCYF PRESENTS HOPE MOUNTAIN FESTIVAL AND FUNDRAISER ............................................................. 21 

CHI-RHO CAMP 2011 ........................................................................................................................................... 22 

A SUMMER WITH TORONTO CITY MISSIONS ...................................................................................................... 23 

 

CHRISTIAN WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP 

A PICTURE IS WORTH A THOUSAND WORDS ..................................................................................................... 25 

 

BIBLE STUDY 

DON’T WORRY BE HAPPY .................................................................................................................................... 26 

 

PRAYER THEMES 

SEPTEMBER .............................................................................................................................................................. 27 

OCTOBER ................................................................................................................................................................ 27 

NOVEMBER ............................................................................................................................................................. 27 

 

CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS 

SPEAKER SCHEDULE SEPTEMBER - NOVEMBER ................................................................................................. 28 

UPCOMMING EVENTS SEPTEMBER - NOVEMBER ............................................................................................. 28 

 

THE HARBINGER AND BEYOND 

THE HILLCREST HARBINGER .................................................................................................................................. 29 

MINISTERIAL TEAM ................................................................................................................................................. 29 

WEBSITE ................................................................................................................................................................... 29 



T H E  H I L L C R E S T  H A R B I N G E R  |  S E P T E M B E R  -  N O V E M B E R  2 0 1 1   

2 

FROM THE EDITORS  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“I can do all things through Him who 

strengthens me.” -Philippians 4:13 

 
If The Hillcrest Harbinger’s pages 
could talk, they’d speak about the 
love and care that was sewn 
through each word. It is a constant 
blessing to be able to share with one 
another life’s milestones, 
achievements, and stories, creating 
the community we hold so dear and 
call The Hillcrest Family. 
 
“The Harbinger” got its name from 
the late Mrs. Christie. She was a 
woman of love, knowledge, and 
happiness who also had a special 
way of bringing people together. 
For those of us who’ve been blessed 
to know her, she was a woman who 
exemplified “sharing is caring”. 
 
As we continue our journey 
together as the Hillcrest Family, 
may we continue to grow strong in 
faith with our Lord, Jesus Christ 
and share with one another.  
 

This issue is dedicated to 
Mrs. Miriam Ruth Christie 

 
The Hillcrest Harbinger 

Editorial Team 

. THIS ISSUE’S CONTRIBUTORS . 

 

MICHELLE CHONG 

RAE CONDIE 

ETERNA DELOS REYES 

MARY DANIELLE DELOS REYES 

NICOLE DELOS REYES 

NAOMI DIZON 

SHEMA DIZON 

MARIAH EAST 

WONDEZ JR. EAST 

RICHELLE HIMAYA 

SARAH HIMAYA 

CHERRY, DANNY,  FERDIE AND 

ROEHL JOSE 

ELAINE LYONS 

JOE ONG 

PATTY GAIL PEAKER 

HUBERT REECE 

JOSE SOTTO 

ANN STAINTON 

ROBERT AND DIANE STEFFER 

SHARON TABUJARA 

BONNIE M. WEBB 

 

Thank you all for your  
constant support!  
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SPLINTERS FROM THE BOARD 
 

The first half of the year 2011 has proven to be a 

most controversial and complicated year for all of us, 

in our personal lives and the life of our Church. New 

requirements and enforcement of the new by-laws of 

the City of Toronto makes very difficult our ability to 

cope with the mandated financing. This is the time 

for us to "roll up our sleeves" and work together for a 

common goal. We have to be unified in supporting 

our Church.  

 

Aside from the difficulties, we have lost a lot of our 

beloved members who had joined Our Maker. Yes, it 

is very difficult to lose a love one, but we will always 

remember them and their memories through the Tree 

of Life. 

 

Now that the summer is almost over, we will be 

looking forward to another miraculous transformation 

of our surroundings. Green leaves will change to a 

golden color and of course, it will be followed by а 

pure white snow. 

 

This tells us that GOD is all around us. 

 

Joe Ong 

Chairperson of the Board 
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The Tree of Life 
  

  

  

  

  

    

  

  

  

Dedicated on Sunday, May 15, 2011 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Please see the sample of a commitment card below. An acknowledgment will be given. 

 

 

 

 

 

The “Tree of Life” located in the north transept of the Hillcrest Christian Church (Disciples of 

Christ), is now completed and has been dedicated.  This tree was created as a visible symbol of the 

unity of the Hillcrest Church family.   It reflects the uniqueness of our congregation, coming as we are 

from different parts of the world, and has been placed there to commemorate: Memorials, Birthdays, 

Anniversaries, Accomplishments and Special Occasions. 

 

We now invite you to become a part of this worthwhile endeavor which will serve to 

strengthen our work in this community and the many missions we support around the world. Each leaf 

can be designated and will be displayed with the name(s) and date(s) of special people in our lives, in 

connection with any one of the above-mentioned occasions. We hope the “Tree” will become a 

source of inspiration for the growth of God’s church in this corner of the world, and serve as a 

constant reminder of why we are here. 
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AMONG THE FAMILY 

 

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Congratulations to Melissa Danguecan for completing her BA degree in Communications from York University 

this past June. She will be attending Humber College for their Public Relations program in September. 

 

Ashley Danguecan will be graduating from her master’s program at the University of Windsor in October and 

will continue to pursue her PhD in Psychology. 

 

Congratulations to Alice Porter for receiving an award from the Division of Overseas Ministries at the General 

Assembly. 

 

THOSE IN NEED OF PRAYER
  

Please remember  

our brothers and sisters 

in your prayers. 
Mel Alfonso 

Olga Blackwood 

Rodrigo Clemente, Jr. (brother of Gloria Francisco  

& Zeny Ingal) 

Jane Coley 

June Davidson 

Marjorie Dawkins 

Susan Dizon 

Wondez East 

Enid Grant 

Jean and Ron Hambleton 

Carmen Hewitt and family 

Judy Lintz and family (Ann Stainton’s cousin) 

Lila Hulton and her daughter Marlee 

 

 

Alecia Levy (family friend of the Young’s 

Precy Mandac 

Margaret Miller 

Carl Morris 

Evelyn Morris 

Anna Paul (Anastasia’s grand aunt) 

Vivienne Robinson 

Benjamin Samonte (Mariebel Santiago’s father) 

Gladis Smith (friend of Cesar Bonilla) 

Don Starratt 

Judith Tomlinson 

Fe Veneracion 

Jeanne Weeks 

Those who are unemployed. 

 

CONDOLENCES
 

To the family and friends of Mim Christie, a long time member of Hillcrest, who passed away on August 2. 

To Sylvia Williams and family for the passing of her mother, Claribell Graham. 

To Roynald Johnson’s family (Sylvia Williams brother-in-law).  

 

For pastoral concerns, please phone (416) 654-0311. 

For emergencies, please phone (416) 433-7997. 
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2011 ADULT FALL RETREAT 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

 

It is time to be thinking of the Adult Fall Retreat for September. YES, we will be holding the retreat for Friday 

evening, September 16th, Saturday September 17th and Sunday morning September 18th. 

 

All things are finally coming together and you should receive the package of schedule, costs and speakers 

(Rev. Doug Rowley – Minister at Ridgetown, and Rev. Rick Hamilton – Interim Regional Minister if he can get his 

travel plans in order). If you can only come for part of the weekend that would be great - our speakers will be 

on the Saturday. Looking forward to seeing everyone and enjoying fellowship time. 

 

Yours in Christ 

OCWF Executive 

Carol Thorley President 
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CONGRATULATIONS, PATTY GAIL! 
 

http://www.afbsannualreport.com/public/index.php 

 

 
 
In memory of Leslie Yeo and his exceptional 

contribution to AFBS and to Canadian theatre, film 

and television, the Board of Governors established 

The Leslie Yeo Award for Volunteerism. In 

addition to the recognition of AFBS 17, 000 

Members, the winner receives a $5,000 

acknowledgement. This year that award goes to 

Patty Gail Peaker whose own unique and colourful 

story coincidentally intersected with Leslie’s story 

numerous times. 

 

A talented, energetic actor, singer and dancer Patty 

Gail is one of the founders of the Performing Arts 

Lodges of Canada (PAL). PAL is a concept 

developed in the early 1980’s when Patty Gail and a 

group of her performer friends saw that the 

entertainment world was growing exponentially 

and, realizing that most artists aren’t wealthy 

people, there was an imminent need for support as 

performers got older. There existed a broad range of 

basic needs for everything – from a place to live to 

companionship – to “remain together a troupe.” 

When PAL was incorporated in 1986 as a not-for-

profit organization, its first move was to create 

Supporting Cast, a volunteer group providing 

performers in need with services from 

transportation to errand-running. Then, with 

financial help from many organizations like AFBS, 

the first 205-suite Performing Arts Lodge opened in 

1993.  

 

During that formative period of time and to the 

present day, Patty Gail has provided inspiration, 

encouragement, direction, compassion and hands-on 

administration combined with a seemingly 

inexhaustible supply of energy and humor. Bob 

Underwood, who sits on PAL Toronto’s Board, 

noted, I am constantly amazed by Patty’s joyfulness 

and her dedication to improving the lives of her 

extended artistic family.” 

 

At afbannualreport.com, you’ll find the back-story 

to the award – including highlights of Patty Gail’s 

career and her surprise on learning that she had 

been officially acknowledged for her lifelong 

volunteerism.  

http://www.afbsannualreport.com/public/index.php
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The human voice is an amazing instrument. It can 

whisper, shout, seduce and soar. It can transport us to 

worlds we scarely dream of, and it can brinf us to our 

senses. The story of Patty Gail Peaker is the story of 

one unique, remarkable voice, a voice that has 

enlivened theatres and musical stages for decades. 

Patty Gail’s voice has not only been that of a 

remarkable artist, it is also a coice that has helped 

move Canada itself by recognizing and celebrating 

the lives of thousands of fellow Canadian artists. If 

you have heard her speak or act or sing, you have 

experienced the sound of love, and if you have ever 

heard her rousing call to action, toy have felt how 

that warm voice moves mountains.  

 

As a little girl in Southern Ontario, all Patty Gail ever 

wanted was to become an opera singer. Her voice 

and her dream took her to the Royal Conservatory of 

Music in Toronto where she studied with one of the 

finest vocal teachers in the world: George Lambert. It 

was he who had 

trained the 

magnificent 

Canadian star Jon 

Vickers and, just a 

year or two 

previously, had 

sent Robert Goulet 

and Teresa Stratas 

out to stellar careers. Patty Gail was an excellent student, but the great teacher 

understood the world she was aiming for. “Papa Lambert took me aside”, she 

recalls, and he told me ýour voice is fine Patricia. But you do not have the 

sheer capacity to fill an opera house. You can sing, so find soemthing else.’ 

And that’s what I did.” Patty Gail as a youngster 
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Patty Gail brought her voice with its warmth and heart to her 

church choir and then to local and regional theatres and concert halls in 

Canada. She acted, she sang and she appeared briedly on TV, but her first 

love has always been live theatre. Indeed, the greatest platform for her 

coice came when she joined the Smile Theatre Company, a professional 

not-for-profit troupe whose mandate was to entertain seniors in Toronto’s 

many öld folks homes,” as they were then called. Heartbreakingly, Patty 

Gail, her husband Jack Van Evers and the two other close friends who 

would play a role in the next important chapter of her life, would often 

come across retired and too often unhappy former performers who were 

no longer using their natural gifts. Most were living among those who 

neither understood nor much cared about the unique world of art and 

performance that they had devoted their lives to.  

 

At the time, in the early 1980’s, others were also 

beginning to see what Patty Gail was seeing: that there 

needed to be a place for retired performers to gather and 

support one another. It was Patty’s friends Peter J. 

McConnell and Roy Wordsworth who initially put the 

challenge out there and who sought funding from three 

different performers alliances for the cause. Patty, as the 

incoming President of the Smile Company Board of 

Directors lent her organization’s voice to the cause. As 

one board member recalls, “circultous discussion became 

thrust.” 

 

Galvanized by Peter and Roy with 

Patty providing administative 

support, a steeing committee was 

formed in 1983 that would, in time 

give birth to PAL, the Performing 

Arts lodge. Today you can find 

Lodges in major Canadian centres, 

filled with performers, writers and 

techies and outfitted with rehearsal 

and performing spaces and 

Celebrity Clubs used and enjoyed 

by young and old alike. 

 

Patty Gail as a teenager and early in 
her performance career 
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If Patty Gail’s voice had lent clarity to the birth of PAL it sang an 

anthem for an associated initiative: “Supporting Cast”(aka “PAL’s 

Angels” in British Columbia) which provides basic caregiver 

support for those aging performers who need it.  Patty Gail is not 

only the current Chair of Supporting Cast, she is quite clearly one 

of its star volunteers.  

 

As one PAL resident, Pam Hyatt, noted in nominating Patty Gail 

for the Leslie Yeo Award for Excellence in Volunterrism, “The 

true volunteer moves from the heart. Patty’s heart has never known 

limits! She listens with full attention, her voice alone soothes and 

reassures. Then she acts…seamlessly, gracefully, professionally. 

her generosity of spirit is extraordinary.” 

 

 These days, fittingly Patty Gail and her husband Robert Peaker live 

in PAL Toronto where they help keep the place lively. Patty Gail 

Peaker, in honouring you with the Leslie Yeo Award generations of 

fellow performers are standing at their seats, shouting “Brava!” 

What does you magnificent voice say to that? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 




Patty Gail’s video clip can be found by following 
the links within the online Annual Report on 

page 6. 
 

http://www.afbsannualreport.com/public/index.php 
 


 

Above - A collection of photographs of a 
recent gathering in The Green Room at 
PAL, Toronto. It’s an event honoring senior 
AFBS Members. At PAL gatherings across 
the country, there are always plenty of 
faces (and voices) familiar to Canadians 

Above lower right hand corner - Patty Gail 
and her most enthusiastic supporter; fellow 
volunteer and supporter Robert Peaker 

http://www.afbsannualreport.com/public/index.php
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IN CELEBRATION OF THE LIFE AND WITNESS OF 

MIRIAM RUTH CHRISTIE 
 

Dear Mrs. Christie, 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Letter of Love 

 

“I expect to pass through this world but once. Any good things, therefore, that I can do, or any kindness that I 

can show to any fellow creature, let me do it now. Let me not defer or neglect it, for I shall not pass this way 

again.”         

–Stephen Grellet 
A quote found in one of Miriam’s notebooks in her own handwriting.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A TRIBUTE TO MIRIAM “MIM” RUTH CHRISTIE 
 

On Aug. 2, 2011, Hillcrest lost our beloved Mim Christie after her full life of 91 years.  A 

true role model of loving service and generosity, she was an active leader as superintendent of our 

Hillcrest Sunday School for 25 years.  She was awarded Volunteer of the Year for her 

commitment to the Canadian Red Cross and the Islington Seniors' Centre. Mim and her beloved 

late husband, Stan, were truly giants, loved by all who knew them.  Their family life was the 

centre of everything, with 3 children (Judy, Doug and Margie), 9 grandchildren and 7 great-

grandchildren, all of whom will dearly miss their wonderful Nana. Mim served Hillcrest in every 

capacity, including Trustee and Elder; a room in the Sunday School is named after her to honour 

her devotion. She is remembered as a loyal friend who often reached out to others through her 

personal cards, adding much to the unity of the church family.  We will never forget her twinkling 

blue eyes and beautiful smile, just as we will treasure the example she set for many. We give 

thanks to God for the gift of Mim Christie. 

                                                                                    

  Submitted with love, 

Bonnie M. Webb 
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Miriam Ruth “Mim” Christie: 
A Lady Who Redefined What Faithful Caring Is All About 

 
After Judy and I had spoken on the phone some three weeks ago, I instinctively re-read some of the letters and 
greeting cards that Mim had sent me across the miles, since I left to serve as Hillcrest’s missionary to the 
Philippines in 2003. Her notes had always been a living expression of her very personal approach to doing 
things—every word carried so much meaning, every news spoke of how connected she was to people, every 
prayer radiated her unmistakable faith in God and her unwavering belief in the innate beauty of humankind.  
 
In one of her more poignant letters, she said,  
 
“I don’t think I will ever get to meet those people in your country who are receiving pastoral care and 
mentoring from you, but I am just thankful to God that the same Pastor Sotto who cared so much for me and 
for everybody else at Hillcrest is the same Pastor Sotto who is now caring for those who need the most 
attention in his own country. In that sense, I feel that I am also connected to them, and they to me.” 

 
So profound! So sincere! So very personal! Such was my personal friend, my Church Elder, and my prayer 
partner Mim.  
 
Mim’s name has not—and perhaps, will never—appear 
in the official archives of theologians. After all, she did 
not graduate from a theological seminary. She never 
wrote any theological treatise. She never offered her 
name to be a lay preacher (at least when I was still 
Hillcrest’s pastor). But do not make any mistake about 
it: her own life was a theological statement. Mim 
consistently lived her life in the name of faithful 
obedience to God and always readily expressed it by 
faithfully caring for others. 
 
Mim did not just talk about caring. She showed it, 
without fail. And in all her acts of caring, she was 
always quick to point out that she, herself, had been the 
recipient of so much love and caring from God and from 
other people. So for Mim, her faithful caring was more 
of a reflection of God at work through her, and never a matter of Mim acting on her own. 

 
Before her health deteriorated, she never failed to 
express her solidarity with those who suffered from 
the fury of natural and man-made disasters in the 
Philippines. She always had a word of comfort . . . a 
prayer for the survivors’ relief from further 
suffering . . . a donation towards those in 
evacuation centres. In one particularly moving 
gesture, she wrote a brief letter to an evacuation 
centre in Central Mindanao and asked me to read it 
to them. It was a touching letter of encouragement 
for the survivors of armed conflict to not lose hope 
even in the direst of circumstances. That letter was 
translated into the vernacular and copies were 
circulated among the evacuees. 
 

   
 

 

ST. PATRICK’S DAY CELEBRATION 

BRUCE CURRUTHERS, MIKE HUTCHISON, JUNE DAVIDSON,  

MIM CHRISTIE, RON HAMBLETON AND EUNICE BURNS 

SUNDAY SCHOOL PROGRAM 

ETERNA DELOS REYES, MIM CHRISTIE AND HUBERT REECE 
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When I learned about Mim’s debilitating illness, I 
felt a very personal pain. To me, she belonged to a 
very small circle of Hillcrest members whom I 
have always fondly referred to as Hillcrest’s oral 
historians. But I was about to lose her to her illness.  

 
The way Mim spoke about people, her words rang 
with an authentic and passionate knowledge of 
them. She spoke about people with such deep 
respect and incredible acceptance. 
 
One of her Christmas presents to me was a copy of 
her family’s tribute to her beloved husband, Stan 
Christie. I never got to know Stan in person, as he 
had passed away long before I came to Hillcrest. In 
her note, Mim stated: 

 
“How I wish you had met my Stan in person. He was such a very special human being. I am sure 
he would have been so elated to meet you and work with you. And I am sure, you would have been 
blessed just the same, knowing and working with 
him.” 

 
In my many conversations with this incredibly beautiful 
lady, she never ran out of uplifting words to say about her 
family. She always had a knack for connecting people with 
people. It was  her unique way of opening avenues for people 
to know and to care for one another. What a blessing! Indeed, 
her life needs to be celebrated! 
 
May I also take this opportunity to personally thank Judy, 
Doug, Margaret and the rest of their family for unselfishly 
sharing Mim with me and my family, as well as with her 
greater circles of relatives and friends at Hillcrest and in the 
community. 
 
I am terribly sorry that I cannot be with you today as you 
gather to celebrate the life of Mim, but I will literally be up during that time, celebrating with you and 
thanking God for enabling us to be touched by this wonderful and beautiful child of His! Praise be to God! 

 
Rev. Dr. José Andrés Sotto 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ANNUAL SENIOR’S CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON 

CARL STAINTON AND MIM CHRISTIE 

 

MOTHER’S DAY  

WITH MARY STEWART 
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When I first arrived in Canada, it is a mix emotion 
for me, not knowing any one and leaving all my 
friends in Pasadena, California but, I had a good 
reason to take this route, I am getting married. 
Having said that, all my problems seems to go away 
as soon as I met Mr. and Mrs. Stan Christie. They 
sure have a way of making you feel at home again. 
 
Dory and I became so close to them, as they always 
invite us to their place just to meet their friends and 
acquaintances. When Stan past away, Dory was so 
devastated as if she have lost her own father. 

 
As Mim being active in her senior craft group, she 
always gave us samples of her work. One of them 

was a Canadian flag luggage tag which travels with 
us all over the world. We treasure this memento till 

this day. This is only an example how Mim shows her love to us and to anyone for that matter. We treasure her 
friendship and thoughtfulness. We thank God for giving us the chance to be part of this great couple, even for a 
short period of time. It is a blessing and we are very 
grateful. 
 
On the early year of my life at Hillcrest, Mim will always 
encourage me to get involve in Church activities. Being 
me, I will say to her, "I can't, Mrs. Christie, I don't even 
know what to do." She will then say to me, "Yes, Joe, you 
can do it, remember, you are among Friends, nothing to 
worry about, we all love you." 

 
When I engaged in a new venture in Family Restaurant 
business, she was so happy for me. Without hesitation, she 
offered her help if I ever need it. You certainly can feel 
her concern for your future, especially new immigrants. 
She is truly a compassionate Christian woman. 
 
Mim has a very special love for her Church Family, whenever a child did or accomplish something in Sunday 
School work, he or she would always receive a very special acknowledgement from her. She certainty would let 
you know how much she appreciated what you had done, no matter how insignificant may have seemed. I am 

almost sure, most of you if not all, have received a 
letter card from her. More fittingly, our Church news 
letter gained its prominent name, because of her. "The 
Harbinger". 
 

Mim is the one who initiated the Memorial Card for 
Hillcrest, remembering or celebrating our love ones. 
All of her ideas have branched out to what we have 
today at Hillcrest, the creation of The Tree of Life. 
 

Mim was an image of Joy, Hope and Love. The 
children who were in Sunday School with her will 
always be grateful for the special love and care that 
she gave them.  Mim Christie, you really molded some 
good and delightful Christian children. We will miss 
you. We will always remember your good humor 

and S M I L E. God be with you on your journey home. 
Joe Ong 

ANNUAL SENIORS CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON 

MIM CHRISTIE AND JOE ONG  

PROMOTING THE BUILDING CAMPAIGN 

MIM WITH THE HILLCREST FAMILY DURING SPORTS DAY 

MOTHER’S DAY CELEBRATION 

TOP ROW GLORIA FRANCISCO, ANGELINA DANGUECAN, ANN STAINTON 

BOTTOM - EDEL INGAL, ZENY INGAL, VIRGINIA HIMAYA AND MIM CHRISTIE 
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On behalf of the Himaya family I would like to express 
our fondness of Mrs. Christie. She was always a 
“happy thought” in our household. A constant 
reminder of her love has been on our refrigerator door 
for years - she had sent us a needle-point heart 
magnet. Throughout the years, we’d get little surprises 
in the mail, whether it’d be a thoughtful card or a 
handmade ornament. Till this day I keep the cross and 
poem she made me when I was baptized. If you ask 
mom, Mrs. Christie was her friend, someone she’d talk 
to and spend time with while taking care of the 
children in the nursery on Sundays. It was special to 
know, and be known, by someone who was so 
wonderful. Mrs. Christie will be someone the Himaya 
family will always love and miss. Mrs. Christie, thank-
you for being an inspiration and role-model to all of 
us. You were simply a blessing to our family.  

 
Richelle Himaya 

 

The life and ministry of the late Mim Christie is a living 
witness from the past and for future generations. Her 
work has touched my life and many lives. Her 
character, gifts of teaching, love, truthfulness, 
trustworthiness, and reaching out to others has 
impacted our lives. My memory of the ways she 
nurtured    me   and   this   congregation   was   in   her  
involvement in  Sunday School,  in prayer meetings,  in 
church fellowship and in various ways she was, a “hands 
on” member. Yes, she gave her life for the Glory of God.  

 
Eterna Delos Reyes 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
I was saddened to hear of the passing of Mrs. Christie.  I'll always remember her as our Sunday School Teacher. 
She always had a hug or a lollipop ready to give us if we were good.  She was physically a very small lady but 
with the biggest heart that could love so many children at once.  She was our other Grandmother in addition to 
our own Lola Luisa. She always made sure you were part of the group and during our Sunday School Sessions 
she made you feel like your little child voice always had something important to contribute. When we'd fully 
memorize the books of the New Testament, it was a celebration!   
 

I personally got a red plastic pendant of "Strawberry Shortcake" (cartoon character) necklace with a tiny model 
of Strawberry Shortcake herself sitting atop of an oversized strawberry.  I kept that until the paint had worn 
off of it and the plastic necklace chord had to be replaced with string.  As Mrs. Christie had put it "I earned my 
gift and she was very very proud of me"......I can't even remember how old I was at that time.   

 

She kept perfect control of the classroom and I don't recall her ever scolding us.  She kept us interested in what 
she was teaching us with music, giggles, and stories from the bible & how we could relate what we learned into 
our life during the week.  She knew me as a baby and watched me grow up and was always interested in any 
new updates I might have had.  Even grown up she still made me feel remembered with beautiful hand written 
notes of love and encouragement.  She was a wonderfully positive lady and her bountiful love always shone 
through. Mrs. Christie.....you will be missed. 

 
Sharon Tabujara 

Mrs. Christie, what can we say about her...there are so 
many special memories of her. She was a wonderful, 
caring and loving woman who always had a smile on 
her face. We feel so blessed to have had known her. 
Her inner & outer beauty shines in us all who were 
lucky to be part of her life. Just knowing her has 
touched us & so many other people. She was an 
inspiration to us & all who knew her. There is a sense 
of peace knowing that she is now at home with God in 
her new heavenly home. May she rest in peace for 
which she truly deserves. For she will be truly missed 
and remembered for her love and kindness. We will 
carry her in our memories. Her Sunday School 
Students... 
 

Roehl, Ferdie, Danny & Cherry Jose 
 

INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF THE 

FAMILY 1994 JOHN DELOS 

REYES AND MIM CHRISTIE 

MIM PARTICIPATING 

 IN SPORTS DAY 
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2011 GENERAL ASSEMBLY REPORT 
 

Disciples News Service 

 

Church addresses sexual abuse, opposes human trafficking, 

dialogues about immigration  
 

Last Updated Jul 22, 2011  

(Nashville, Tenn. – 7/12/2011) - The 2011 General Assembly in Nashville voted to adopt resolutions urging 

the church to nurture those suffering abuse and to oppose human trafficking.  

In addition, assembly delegates received reports related to general ministries of the church and to the 

Council of Colleges and Universities, made up of leaders of schools related to the Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ). The morning business session also included a discussion of immigration intended to 

serve as a model for congregations wanting to dialogue about the issue. 

Delegates took up a revised version of Business Item 1122 calling for the prevention of sexual abuse and 

urging care for those who have experienced it. Referred to the Committee on Reference and Counsel, 

the resolution emerged with a slight revision adding references to the survivors of abuse, not only its 

victims.  

After delegates voted overwhelmingly to adopt the resolution, Disciples general minister and president 

Sharon Watkins prayed for the healing of those who have suffered abuse. 

Delegates took up Business Item 1120, Human Trafficking, submitted by the Office of Disciples Women. 

Defining human trafficking as "the use of force, coercion, fraud, or abduction to exploit the person for 

profit or service," the resolution calls for the church to oppose human trafficking, educate itself, and 

advocate for an end to the practice. 

The resolution was adopted without opposition. 

In addition to resolutions the delegates heard reports from units of the church, such as: Council of 

Colleges and Universities, Office of Disciples Women, Council on Christian Unity, Hispanic Ministries, North 

American/Pacific Asian Disciples, national Convocation. 

Each report highlighted the accomplishments and reflected the unique character of the organization or 

ministry represented. 

For example, Robert Welsh, president of the Council on Christian Unity, described "Babel Table," a new 

program CCU developed with other general ministries to engage young Disciples around issues of mission 

and diversity. As part of the program, young adult leaders participated in events in the Ninth Ward of New 

Orleans, the Romero Center on the U.S.-Mexico border, and Louisville's inner city, Welsh said. Hillcrest’s 

own Shema Dizon attended a Bable Table event in San Diego last winter.  

Sandwiched between business items was a discussion of immigration, prefaced with comments about the 

challenge for all the members of a large group -- such as business sessions at General Assembly -- to 

contribute meaningfully to conversations. According to the assembly docket, planners wanted to 
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experiment with a more inclusive "conversation practice," one that would "help equip Disciples to engage 

a world polarized on ... difficult topics." 

After watching a video that included sometimes emotional exchanges about immigration, delegates 

broke into small groups for role play. Delegates had earlier received handouts relating the brief story of an 

immigrant or someone directly impacted by immigration. In the small groups, participants played the part 

of the character on their handout, then discussed immigration from the character's perspective. 

By:  Ted Parks  

 

http://www.disciples.org/DisciplesNewsService/tabid/58/itemId/1005/Church-addresses-sexual-abuse-

opposes-human-traff.aspx 

 

2011 OACC FELLOWSHIP SUNDAY REPORT 
 

Elaine Lyons, Diane and Robert Steffer attended the Ontario Area Fellowship Sunday, June 12 and 

Disciples Campground, Lake Erie. The rustic grounds were lush and green.  
      

Probably 20 pre-teenage children plus assorted adults had come to the camp grounds on either Friday 

night or on Saturday to attend the Ontario Christian Churches Family Camp, followed by Fellowship 

Sunday on June 12th.  All reported that they had enjoyed a wonderful time.  Rev. Kevin McDonald of the 

Winger congregation directed the Family Camp.  
    
The worship service, led by Rev. Doug Avram of the St. Thomas congregation, was held in the pavilion. 

Two persons gave brief homilies on the morning's theme.  The CWF provided deacons to collect the 

offering and deliver the communion elements.  A gentle breeze was blowing and the birds sang along 

with us on the hymns.  The food was delicious and plentiful - chicken, ham, pastas, salads, and an 

amazing array of desserts.  
      
We three who went from Hillcrest recommend this weekend highly to the Hillcrest family.  The main cost for 

Family Camp would be transportation expenses.  And even if it's only possible to go for the Sunday, it is still 

a wonderful experience.   

D.D.S. 

 

WHAT’S PRAYER FOR? 
 

We usually think of prayer as a way to obtain something from God. We often pray for healing, return of 

health, for jobs. Fear, worry, anxiety, and care are the most common occasions for prayer.  It is when we 

are desolate, forsaken, and stripped of every human resource that we naturally resort to prayer.  We cry 

out with the words of David, “Help me, O lord! (Ps70:1) 
 

God understands our dilemma, and it says in the Bible; “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer 

and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God, which surpasses all 

understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus” (Phil.4: 6-7) 
 

But more than that, God wants us to know him, and he desires communion with us. While the Lord in His 

grace does give good gifts to His children, He offers more than that. He offers us Himself through His Son 

Jesus Christ, who died on the cross and rose again to pay the penalty for our sin. When you accept Jesus’ 

salvation, you’ll begin that all important communication with God, which is as essential to your spiritual 

well-being as breathing is to your physical life. 

Shirley Santoyo 

http://www.disciples.org/DisciplesNewsService/tabid/58/itemId/1005/Church-addresses-sexual-abuse-opposes-human-traff.aspx
http://www.disciples.org/DisciplesNewsService/tabid/58/itemId/1005/Church-addresses-sexual-abuse-opposes-human-traff.aspx
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION COMMITTEE 
 

Sunday School Thoughts On… 
 

BACK 2 SCHOOL IN SEPT3MBER 
 

“Commit to the Lord whatever you do, and your plans will succeed.” Proverbs 16:3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

“I am a bit hesitant on going back to school 

because I know my second year courses will be 

much harder than first year's courses. Also I just 

finished summer school at the end of July so I feel 

like I didn't even have a summer. But I know what 

ever comes my way this year, good or bad, God 

will be there with me" 

Nicole Delos Reyes 
 

“Going Back to School… I wouldn’t necessarily say 

that I’m the most excited student to return to a full 

year of hard work and stress as I begin my senior 

year of high school. What I can say is that I am 

ready to once again challenge myself as deadlines 

and due dates come around the corner. Being a 

Grade 12 student has always been something I’d 

only imagined. Graduating would finally bring the 

longest years of my life to an end allowing me to 

move onto greater things. Unfortunately now that 

I’m here, I’m not sure that I’m as excited to leave 

high school as I was during every exam week. The 

stress of applying for universities, impatiently waiting 

for acceptances and simply fearing the great big 

world beyond my high school doors is  

 

 

overwhelming. High school is ending sooner than I’d 

like. I definitely will miss the lazy days of summer, but 

school won’t wait for me to be ready. So I guess I’ll 

take it one day at a time, staring Tuesday!” 

 

Michelle Chong 
 

“I'm really excited for grade 8, it’s just one year 

away from high school. I'm mostly excited to take 

part in new sports teams. I can't wait for school to 

start!” 

Mariah East 
 

“I don't feel good about going back to school 

because I do not want any more homework and I 

do not want to wake up early in the morning, but I 

also feel good about going back to school 

because I am going to make new friends and it's a 

surprise who your new teacher will be."  

 

Mary Danielle Delos Reyes 

 

“I'm excited to go to Grade 2, because I'm moving 

up!” 

Wondez Jr. East 

 

 Above Photo (L-R) Nicole Delos Reyes, Michelle Chong, Mariah East, Mary Danielle Delos Reyes and Wondez East 
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 THE HILLCREST FAMILY DAY PICNIC PHOTO RECAP 
 

A great time was had by everyone! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 Lunch Time by the Picnic Tables 

 Enjoying The Warm Weather 

The HCYF Hot Potato 

Game Time 
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ROBIN RED BREAST, THE FLOWERS AND ME 
Early in the spring, we heard a Robin Red Breast constantly chirping away in the trees in the back yard, where we would 

always throw out some bread crumbs for the birds and the squirrels alike.  She sometimes hopped about the deck as well 

probably looking for a spare crumb or two. I then began to notice that she was sometimes also in the tree at the front of the 

house whenever I was leaving or returning, chirping away as usual. Late spring (June 5), while planting some flowers in the 

garden bed, I heard a fluttering above my head and discovered a robin’s nest literally on my front doorstep. It was tucked 

away on the ledge behind the trellis. I guess it felt quite safe in spite of the noise of our constant comings and goings to 

have actually built the most symmetrical nest I have ever seen. It was very well protected by the overhanging branches of 

the creeper. Once I was able to snap her sitting in the nest, then she flew away. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
One day when she was not around I decided to take a look and on closer inspection with my camera, I saw that she had 

intricately weaved over a light blue plastic ice-cream dish with twigs and some light blue plastic twine and added a white 

plastic marker. To my delight I discovered four beautiful robin’s blue eggs, which she apparently had been nesting on. I 

excitedly told my neighbours who came to take a look, when she was not there of course. Some time elapsed as we kept 

wondering when they were going to be hatched.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Then one day (July 23), we were entering the house and heard a feint cry coming from the nest and I ran to get my trusty 

camera. The eggs were hatching! We also had the opportunity to see her digging and carrying a worm in her beak on her 

way to the nest to feed them. She was quite protective of her brood, as whenever we were nearby she would dart by us as 

if to warn us not to come any closer.  We kept our distance, but managed to snap more pictures when she was out hunting 

for more worms. They were a noisy hungry lot. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
I am now suffering from the ‘empty nest syndrome’ as they have since flown the coop, literally. I was fortunate enough 

however to catch her teaching the ‘runt’ of the batch how to fly on the driveway. ‘Jesus promised to guard, protect and 

care for us. He assured us that because he also cared for simple things like birds and flowers, he would take care of his 

flock. “Therefore, I say to you do not worry about your life.” (Luke 12:22) 

Elaine Lyons 

Chairperson, Christian Education Committee 
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   Let’s celebrate the  
   strength of our 
      Hillcrest Family! 

WE INVITE YOU ALL AFTER THE SERVICE ON 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 2011 
 
 

HILLCREST CHRISTIAN YOUTH FELLOWSHIP
  

THE HILLCREST CHRISTIAN YOUTH FELLOWSHIP 

 

Presents… 
 

HHOOPPEE    

MMOOUUNNTTAAIINN  
FESTIVAL & FUNDRAISER   

 

HOPE MOUNTAIN IS THE HCYF’S RESPONSE TO THE NEWS OF VIVIENNE 

ROBINSON’S HOME BEING DESTROYED BY A FIRE THIS PAST SUMMER. JOIN US FOR 

A FUN AFTERNOON OF ACTIVITIES FOR ALL AGES TO RAISE FUNDS AND HELP 

VIVIENNE REBUILD HER HOME. WE’VE COME UP WITH A LIST OF PERFORMERS 

AND ARE IN THE WORKS FOR SOME GREAT FOOD, ONE OF A KIND PIECES OF 

ART, AND MORE,  ALL FOR SALE!!!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

HELP BUILD  

HOPE MOUNTAIN!  

CLOTHING, HOUSEWARE, 

SHELVES, LIGHTING, 

ARTWORK, ELECTRONICS, 

T.V., CD/DVD PLAYER, SIDE 

TABLES, BLINDS, & MONETARY 

DONATIONS ARE ALL 

WELCOME. PICK-UP OF 

LARGER ITEMS CAN BE 

ARRANGED WITH  

ANN STAINTON. 

SPECIAL PERFORMANCES 

FROM OUR TALENTED 

YOUTH GROUP, BAKE 

SALES, ARTS AND CRAFTS 

BOOTHS, SILENT ART 

AUCTION, HOT DOGS, 

AND MUCH MUCH MORE! 
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CHI-RHO CAMP 2011 
 

“Do not neglect the gift that is in you” 

1 Timothy 4:14 

 
In July, I spent a week at the Disciples Conference 

Grounds as a counselor to youth ages 11-13. This year 

Chi-Rho camp was directed by Janet Anstead. The 

camp theme focused on the verse in 1 Timothy 4:14. 

Both the campers and staff discovered, shared and 

learned about their own personal gifts and how it can 

be used to serve others through Christ Jesus.  

 

The program was full of fun and worship that kept us 

quite busy.  Each day would begin with chapel where 

campers were introduced to bible stories and verses to 

illustrate the theme for the day. Of course, camp 

would not be camp without a little outdoor fun. 

Activities such as swimming, sports, team building activities, obstacle courses and campfires were 

enjoyed by all. These high-energy activities were balanced with arts, crafts, science activities, drama 

games and worship through song.  

 

Because it was my first time as a counselor, I 

experienced things from an entirely different 

perspective. Although I was a leader helping the 

campers clarify their Christian entity, I felt as though it 

was equally a rich learning experience for me. As I got 

to know the twelve campers throughout the week I 

quickly realized that the group was incredibly bright, 

artistic and creative. They were both eager to learn 

and help each other learn. I had a wonderful time 

observing their growth in just one short week; they grew 

together as brothers and sisters in Christ’s love.  

 

 

The week was a rejuvenating experience for me. 

Working with such an amazing group of campers 

helped me to revisit the innocent love for Christ that all 

the campers possessed. They have impacted my 

Christian life and inspired me to go forth and share my 

gifts to the rest of the world.   

 

I think the staff and campers would agree with me in 

saying that the Chi-Rho camp was a memorable Christ 

filled week. I cannot wait for another opportunity like 

this to arise.  

 

Naomi Dizon 
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A SUMMER WITH TORONTO CITY MISSIONS 
 
Over 10 weeks this summer, I was blessed with the 

opportunity to work as a Summer Mission Intern with 

Toronto City Mission (TCM). This non-denominational 

organization is an urban mission which focuses on 

developing the lives of children and families who live in 

poverty or at-risk neighborhoods in the city. They do this 

through year-round afterschool programs for children 

and youth, tutoring, GED programs, and employment 

mentoring, among many others. TCM’s presence is 

prominent in the Willowtree, St. Jamestown, Malvern, 

Steeles/L’Amoreaux and Jane-Finch communities. 

Throughout the summer however, the children and 

youth in these programs filter into the ‘Sonshine 

Decamp’ programs.  

 

As a Summer Mission Intern, I received an extensive 3 

week training, both on and off-site, to plan with my 

team, a creative 7 week summer day-camp program for the children in the Jane-Finch community. Our camp 

took place at the Church of the Nazarene, close to Jane and Sheppard. I feel so blessed that God put 

together a team that worked so well together, whose different strengths and needs balanced each other out, 

and whose focus was on serving God through serving these children at camp.  

 

Every day at camp would start of in the same way. The staff, including any volunteers and our two “Teens 

Leading Communities” (TLC – high-school aged youth from the community in leadership roles at summer 

camp), would meet in the morning for devotions and announcements of the day’s events. As some of us 

prepared for our small group bible times, others would greet the 

children who began to arrive around 9am. We would have a 

high-energy worship filled with dancing and action songs, and a 

few slower songs to set the mood for small group bible afterwards. 

Some weeks we would have Mission Teams from the USA come to 

help out and lead crafts and games during ‘mission team time’ 

just before lunch. I really enjoyed the days when we were able to 

sit outside for lunch, where we could see the children enjoy and 

learn something about nature, even if it was only in the church’s 

front yard. Twice a week, Mondays and Wednesdays, we would 

walk over to the public swimming pool for a nice long swim time 

before the children went home. The other afternoons were filled 

with camp rotations of games, team building, crafts, drama, 

science, cooking, community service projects, themed 

afternoons, drumming with our Thursday guests – Regent Park 

Music, and a lot of other fun camp stuff! One of my favorite days 

was when Naomi came to camp and taught the children a quick 

dance routine. We were both amazed at how well they were 

able to pick up and memorize the steps and how engaged they 

were in learning a dance. Fridays were field trip days, some of 

these included; Kidztown Splash Park, Ontario Science Centre 

and Earl Bales Park.  

 

For 7 weeks starting in July I was responsible for leading and 

teaching the grade 1-2 class during their Small Group Bible Time. 

All of the Sonshine Decamp locations followed the same basic 

summer curriculum, in which we looked at the ‘Footsteps of SONSHINE CAMP STAFF 
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Jesus’, in other words the life of Jesus from Birth to Resurrection. I felt that my ability to plan and implement 

creative bible lessons for children has grown so much with the support of my team and God as my provider. I 

was most overwhelmed by this task coming into this summer job because I feared that these young children 

would not be engaged or related. But when children ask questions about God because they are naturally 

curious, I know that God has plan for each of the children. Whether they know him now of later on in their lives, 

I pray that the seeds that were planted throughout the summer day camp will flourish. 

 

Part of the ‘mission’ work of a Summer Mission Intern was to help raise funds for the summer day camps. I want 

to thank all my family and friends who we supported me through prayer and financially, without whom I would 

not have been able to do this ministry. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One of my highlights of the summer was during worship on the last week of camp. We talked to the children 

about all the things they learned about God and about themselves. We shared with them our testimonies, and 

how God is a part of our lives. We sang songs of praise, after which we asked the children who felt they were 

ready to accept Jesus into their hearts to pray with us, lift up their hands or do whatever they felt moves them 

to show their openness to the Spirit. I am always so amazed at the way God’s hand moves through children, 

and this summer was a challenge but more so, a 

true testimony that at any age, God can be such 

a big part of our lives. This summer was not without 

its challenges. An emotionally, physically, and 

spiritually demanding 10 weeks, but it was an 

amazing opportunity to do ministry in my own city!  

 

Throughout the year Toronto City Mission has many 

volunteer opportunities, and especially for our 

HCYF, think about volunteering or applying to 

become a Summer Mission Intern. Please keep this 

organization in your prayers as they continue to do 

God’s work in this city, and a special 

prayer for all the Summer Mission Interns 

2011 as they return to school. I pray that 

God will continue to use me in his 

ministry in our city, and for the new and 

continual development of TCM 

programs in the Jane-Finch community. 

Thank you Lord for blessing me with the 

opportunity to see the impact of your 

mighty hand in this city, and for always 

being our provider and friend. Amen.   

 

Shema Dizon 

SONSHINE CAMPERS AND STAFF 

A SUMMER DAY ON THE LAWN 

SHEMA DIZON WITH SONSHINE STAFF AND CAMPERS 

SONSHINE CAMPERS  
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CHRISTIAN WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
 

“A PICTURE IS WORTH A THOUSAND WORDS” 
 

The following pictures are from various “Celebratory Activities” preceding the onset of a Summer we 

had been looking forward to for soooooo long.   Welcome back to everyone from the enjoyment of 

a beautiful Summer break!!!  May we maintain our enthusiasm as we settle into the “Fall” routine. 

 

 

Honouring Father’s Day CWF’s ‘Picnic in the Parlor’ 

  Scenes from the ‘Strawberry Social’ 

  Karen and Evelyn’s Hat Contest Entry 

CCuuttttiinngg  tthhee  
SSttrraawwbbeerrrryy  CCaakkee  

TThhee    
HHiillllccrreesstt  FFaammiillyy  

CCeelleebbrraatteess!!  

Evelyn’s Winning Hat 
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BIBLE STUDY 

 

DON’T WORRY, BE HAPPY! 
 

http://biblestudyplanet.com/four-ways-to-enjoy-this-day/ 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4 WAYS TO ENJOY TODAY 
 

4 SIMPLE THINGS WE CAN DO TO BE BLESSED &  

BE A BLESSING TO OTHERS, TODAY! 
 

MEDITATE ON GOD’S WORD 

God’s Word is a light for our path. It brings us joy by teaching, 

correcting and training us in righteousness, showing us what 

things are true, noble, pure, and praiseworthy. It reminds us of 

all God’s promises. Take time to read the Bible as much as you 

can. It’s never too late to catch up! 

 
LIVING FAITHFULLY 

Christians represent the living God to a dying world. Whatever 

happens throughout the day, our goal should be to stay 

positive, in the light of a Christian. We should remain faithful 

children, parents, spouses, employees, employers and friends, 

remembering when we do wrong so we can ask for his 

forgiveness. With all life’s complications, we must continue to 

keep our faith in Lord, as he is the only one who can provide, 

guide, strengthen and comfort us.  

 
LIVE FOR OTHERS 

  We’re created in Christ to do good works and he has blessed 

each one of us with Gifts which allow us to accomplish these 

works. There are a number of gifts, but what they all have in 

common, are that they are all used for us to serve others in 

God’s holy name. A day spent living for others will surely fill 

your heart with joy because it’s more blessed to give than to 

receive. 

 
REJOICE IN THE LORD DESPITE LIFE’S HARDSHIPS 

Even though we go through hardships in our everyday lives, 

we are encouraged to continue rejoicing because no matter 

what God is by our side. We rejoice when we have bills to 

pay, when we have too much homework, when the doctor 

has bad news and we continue rejoicing through life’s 

problems because we are ALIVE and the Lord has given us a 

new day. 

Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” 

John 14:6 

 

Submitted by Sarah Himaya 
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PRAYER THEMES 

 
SEPTEMBER 4 | YOUTH IN OUR CHURCH AND IN OUR COMMUNITY 

Our youth are very special to us. They are our future and leaders of tomorrow. As they prepare to resume their 

academic studies at various levels, we pray that they be nurtured in strength to focus on their tasks at hand.  

SEPTEMBER 11 | OUR HILLCREST COMMITTEE LEADERSHIP 

Let us pray for our Church Committees and their various leadership roles to be inspired and guided to lead in 

accordance to the will and glory of God and His church.  

SEPTEMBER 18 | HUMAN SUFFERING IN VARIOUS PARTS OF THE WORLD 

As we are aware of the hunger, torture and all kinds of suffering all over the world, let us pray for divine 

intervention so that peace, resources and the necessary support can reach those unfortunate circumstances.  

SEPTEMBER 25 | SPIRITUAL GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT IN THE FAITH OF JESUS CHRIST 

Our faith in Jesus Christ is our only hope and sustenance.  Let us pray that each day we make every effort to be 

stronger in our relationship with our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

 

OCTOBER 2 | WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY 

Today is World Communion Sunday. Let us pray for the church universal, that all may be strengthened in their 

efforts to follow our Lord Jesus Christ more closely in the days ahead/ May we rejoice as we participate in our 

own communion service knowing that millions of Christians around the world are also celebrating Holy 

Communion today. 

OCTOBER 9 | THANKSGIVING DAY SUNDAY 

Thanksgiving Day Sunday is a time for us to rejoice in our country’s blessing. Let us give thanks for those who 

grow and bring us our food. Let us give thanks for the abundance of good harvests. May we seek ways to share 

from our wealth with those whose crops failed this year because of terrible weather conditions. We pray for 

refugees and those who feed them. 

OCTOBER 16 | HELPERS 

Let us give thanks for those persons who are helpers; whether it be holding a door open for someone, reading 

to a sick child or homebound person, shopping for groceries for a neighbor, providing transportation for 

someone needing help, or thanking a stranger for a small kindness. We are grateful for their cheerful ways and 

helpfulness. 

OCTOBER 23 | HERITAGE SUNDAY 

Many Disciples of Christ congregations observe Heritage Sunday today. As a Disciples congregation on Bathurst 

Hill in Toronto for 90 years, let us give thanks for our forefathers and foremothers in the faith. May we be faithful 

and faith-filled as we continue to be concerned for the people around us and around the world.  

OCTOBER 30 | YOUTH SUNDAY 

On this 5th Sunday of October, we give thanks for our fine group of Young Adults and Youth as they lead us in 

worship once again. We give thanks for their capabilities and accomplishments. Let us pray that they continue 

to grow in faith as they mature in this congregation. Let us pray for our families and extended family members.  

 

NOVEMBER 6 | REMEMBERANCE 

We pause to remember the millions who have died in wars over this past century. We mourn with families and 

friends who have lost loved ones and those who have seen hope shattered by the guns of war. We pray God 

can help make us His peacemakers in our world.  

NOVEMBER 13 | THANKSGIVING FOR EDUCATION 

We give thanks for the opportunities offered to everyone to take part in learning to open our hearts and minds 

to Gods wonderful world around us. 

NOVEMBER 20 |RECONCILIATION 

We pray that God will give a spirit of openness to all humankind for there is a great need for reconciliation 

between people worldwide.  

NOVEMBER 27 | ADVENT 

A time to reflect and to look forward to the preparation of advent. May God bless each of us as we clear our 

hearts and minds to celebrate the birth of our Lord.  
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CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS 
 

SEPTEMBER 2011 
  

September 4 

 Labor Day Sunday 

Speaker, Rev. Fred Dizon 

September 11 

 Speaker, Mr. Lane Scruggs 

Filipino Bible Study  

September 16-18 

 Adult Retreat, directed by OCWF Executive 

September 18 

Speaker, Rev. Fred Dizon 

September 25 

Speaker, Mr. Curtis Ennis 

Hope Mountain Festival and Fundraiser 

 

OCTOBER 2011 

 
October 2 

 World Communion Sunday   

Speaker, Rev. Fred Dizon 

October 9  

 Thanksgiving Sunday 

Speaker, TBA 

October 16 

Speaker, Mr. Lane Scruggs  

October 23 

Canadian Bible Society Sunday 

 Speaker, Mr. Joel Coppieters 

October 30 

 Youth Sunday by Hillcrest Christian Youth Fellowship 

 

NOVEMBER 2011 

 
November 6 

 College of Churches of Christ Sunday 

Speaker, Rev. Dr. Mark Toulouse 

Disciples of Christ History Workshop after morning service 

November 13 

Speaker, Rev. Fred Dizon 

November 20 

Speaker, Rev. Fred Dizon 

November 27 

 Beginning of Advent 

Speaker, Rev. Dr. Robert Steffer 

 

  

 
*All dates are subject to change. Please check the Sunday Order of Worship and the 

Hillcrest website for complete date information and updates. www.hillcrestdisciplestoronto.org 

http://www.hillcrestdisciplestoronto.org/
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THE HARBINGER AND BEYOND 
 

THE HILLCREST HARBINGER  

 

Editorial Team: Rev. Dr. Robert Steffer, Noli Alfonso, and Richelle Himaya 

Head of Distribution: Amando Osias 

The email address they can be reached at is theharbinger.hillcrest@gmail.com 

 

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU! 

As members of the Hillcrest family, we want to hear from you! After all, this is YOUR 

HARBINGER!  Share your special news, articles, photographs, dates to remember, prayer 
concerns, etc. and send it to theharbinger.hillcrest@gmail.com. We’d love to include it into 

the next December – February 2012 Quarterly issue.  

 

SUBMISSION DEADLINE FOR DECEMBER - FEBRUARY 2012 ISSUE: NOVEMBER 1ST, 2011 

Any late submissions will be included in the March – May 2012 issue. 

 

COMMENTS AND CONCERNS 

Let us know how you feel. All comments and concerns will be taken into consideration to 

make The Hillcrest Harbinger a better experience for all its readers. 

 

GET INVOLVED 

1. Submit content 

2. Be part of the team 

 

We are always looking for photographers to capture Hillcrest’s special moments. If you’re 

interested in helping with the layout, please don’t be shy, we want to see your creativity! If 

you’re interested in lending a helping hand, you can be part of printing and distribution. Just 

forward an email to theharbinger.hillcrest@gmail.com to express any of your interests.  

 

Note: Volunteer hours and reference letters will be given to any high school 

student/contributor participating in the production of The Hillcrest Harbinger. 

 

MINISTERIAL TEAM 

 

Rev. Fred Dizon, Interim Part-time Minister 

Rev. Dr. Robert and Diane Steffer, Auxiliary Ministers 

Ann Stainton, Pastoral Assistant/Parish Nurse 

 

The phone number they can be reached at is (416) 654-0311. 

 

WEBSITE 
 

Visit the Hillcrest Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) website for the latest updates and multi-

media links. W W W . H I L L C R E S T D I S C I P L E S T O R O N T O . O R G  

mailto:harbinger.hillcrest@gmail.com
mailto:harbinger.hillcrest@gmail.com
mailto:theharbinger.hillcrest@gmail.com
http://www.hillcrestdisciplestoronto.org/

